
 
Essex Park and Recreation 

 Park and Recreation Commission Meeting – April 4th, 2007 
 

 
Maria Warnagiris, Park and Recreation Director    29 West Avenue – Essex, CT 06426 

(860) 767-4340 x201 mwarnagiris@essexct.gov

Present:  Don Mesite, Jim Carey, Michael Holmes, Cissy Brown, Jim Rawn, Jack Lima, 
Maria Warnagiris 

 
Absent:  Rick Weiner, Charmagne Eckert, Edward Burleson 
 
Call to Order  
 

Chairperson Don Mesite called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.   James Carey made 
a motion to approve the minutes of the last Commission meeting for March 2007; 
motion was seconded by Cissy Brown.  Acceptance was unanimous.  Discussion was 
brought up about how to find the meeting minutes online.  Maria will send a link to 
everyone. 
  

Essex Little League 
 

Jim Jaillet – League Park Representative – Jim came to represent Essex Little 
League and the discussions started with park maintenance and issues: 
 

• Fences at Hubbard need to be repaired around the entrances to dugouts.  Maria let 
everyone know that she is expecting a quote any day from Fence World for this area 
and then will proceed if budget is available. 

• Pipe with Concrete area as you approach the dugouts needs to be removed or 
addressed for safety. 

• Comstock – they would like a mound area for pitcher’s to warm up on that would 
run along the 1st baseline.  Don Mesite and Mike Holmes both expressed concerns 
on where it would be located at and how would that work.  Their concerns are that 
during Babe Ruth games on the back field, which has that area in play. 

• Breakaway Bases – Essex Little League is putting in breakaway bases in order to be 
in safety compliance with a 2008 rule.  Discussion ensued about what happens when 
the bases are not in during off hours.  ELL will have to keep them locked up due to 
vandalism and cost.   But what will other people do for bases when they are locked 
up.  It was suggested that we put old bases back in during the off season.  Mike 
Holmes asked for the information regarding the bases manufacturer so he can look 
at alternatives to when the breakaway bases are not being used.  Jim Jaillet said he 
would email the information to Maria and she would forward it on. 

• Dugouts at Hubbard – it was requested that we add more gravel in the dugouts, 
after cleaning out the old debris.   

• Garbage is overwhelming – they would like to get extra garbage cans at the field and 
in the dugouts.  Maria pointed out that the garbage collection being at the cans is 
one thing, but for them to have to go into the dugouts will pose a problem.  Mike 
Holmes discussed that in the past, it was the responsibility of the kids to clean 
everything back out of the dugout before they left.  It was enforced and should 
continue to be enforced as part of their responsibility.  Jim agreed and said they will 
discuss it at their little league meeting.  Dennis Robida pointed out that the easy 
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solution is to make sure that before the kids left the field it is immaculate, Don 
Mesite agreed that this was their rule as well with Babe Ruth. 

 
Viney Hill Brook Park 

• Drawings are due in Thursday and he will get them to Cliff and find out the 
final cost.  He is scheduled with IWWC on Tuesday, Board of Selectman 
Wednesday and Thursday Board of Finance. 

• May 7th Town Meeting – May 8th would be a great start date 
• Jim Rawn expressed concern about the entire area he is working on be put 

back together and ready. 
• We should talk to the Dog People that signed up originally to be involved in 

the Dog Paw Park to put together some sort of event for pups in the park. 
 
Beanstalk Preschool 

There is a request to utilize the Viney Hill Brook Park for bus trips during the 
summer.  The discussion ensued about lifeguards and coverage.  All buses must be 
accompanied by a lifeguard, as well, Friday mornings is already being used by the 
Summer Park Program and it would be overwhelming to have two groups there at 
that time.  But the Commission is not against them utilizing the park for field trips, 
as long as the following rules are adhered to for each visit: 

1. They must sign a hold harmless agreement to Essex Park and Recreation and 
the Town of Essex. 

2. All trips must be prearranged with the Essex Park and Recreation Director in 
order to have proper planning for the park and to make sure there are no 
conflicts and in order to make proper arrangements for safety. 

3. Lifeguards are required.  We will supply them and Beanstalk Preschool with 
reimburse us for the cost.  There are lifeguards on duty from 12noon – 5pm.  
Any other times will be billed at the hourly rate determined by the Valley 
Shore YMCA lifeguard rates for the season. 

 
Vandalism 

Vandalism at the parks seems to be at a high point right now.  We need to discuss 
effective methods of keeping the parks safe and maintained.  Jim Rawn discussed 
what kind of signage needs to be put in the park.  Jim Carey pointed out that it must 
specifically say that you will be arrested if trespassing after dark in order for it to be 
enforced. 
 
 
 

Maintenance Report/Director’s Report 
Commission reviewed the report (attached to meeting minutes) and we discussed 
where we were at on some of the issues.   
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Hubbard Park – We want to put the basketball headboards back in and reclaim the 
existing court.  We want to pursue getting the backboards that are curved out so that 
we can put concrete pylons in front of the pole to protect it from being struck so 
many times again.   
 
Ivoryton Green – Mike Holmes will trim the bush even more and the park is on the 
docket next for some work to be done regarding the fences and the large pine tree.  
 
Viney Hill – Maria brought up that Joe Kuzaro expressed concern about slit-seeding 
the existing conditions at the park.  Joe feels that there is not enough structure to the 
soil that is there.  He feels that the area needs to be regarded and then slit-seeded.  
Jim Rawn and Dennis Robida both felt that the slit seeding should still happen and 
that having a regrade at this time was not feasible. 
 
Summer Camp – Rachel Freundlich is leaving us this summer and we have a new 
proposed layout for the camp.  Instead of hiring another co-director, we are going to 
have Jen Crown remain as the Camp Director; Matt Mesite will step up as the 
Assistant Camp Director, with ownership of the 7th and 8th grade pilot program.  We 
will be asking two of our most senior counselors to step us as lead counselors, being 
prepared to step up as fill in for the Director and Asst. Director.  Maria will be taking 
on more of the administrative responsibility, leaving the camp day-to-day to be for 
the Camp Director. 
 
Maria discussed the need to be in the field more during the summer.  The office 
hours are more prohibitive during the summer months with swimming lessons, 
tennis lessons, summer camp programs, etc. running throughout the town, as well as 
the increased summer usage of the parks.  She feels it will be more proactive to be in 
the field.  The Commission agreed that she is needed at the parks, construction, and 
programs more than in the office.  She will forward phone calls to the Park and 
Recreation cell phone.   
 

Nomination Committee for New Chairperson 
 

Don Mesite announced his resignation as Chairperson and said that he would 
continue to help transition a new Chairperson until the June meeting where they 
must take the reigns.  He asked that the three most senior members join together as 
a nomination committee to have a nomination ready for the next meeting to be 
voted upon.  This team includes Cissy Brown, Mike Holmes, and Jim Rawn. 
 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:49PM.  Motion made by Cissy Brown, seconded by Jim 
Carey. 

 

 


